[The diagnostic value of serum PABA determination in pancreatic disease and in relation to anticholinergic medication].
PABA-serum and urine-concentration were studied in patients with normal, pathologic and pharmacologically inhibited pancreatic function. Secretin-pancreozymine test was selected as reference method. In patients with normal pancreas function and volunteers, PABA-serum-concentration was characterized by a rapid increase during the first 1 1/2 hours. A maximum increase of 32.42 +/- 10.04 mumol/l was reached after 90 minutes. In patients with exocrine pancrease insufficiency, difference to the control group was greatest after 30, 60, 90, and 120 min. Pharmacologic inhibition of the exocrine pancreas using pirenzepine also resulted in a significantly reduced PABA-serum-concentration after 30, 60 and 90 min. In correspondence to the delayed and smaller serum PABA increase, urine-PABA-concentrations were also diminished. Our results indicate that the optimal interval to differentiate between normal and impaired pancreas function with use of serum PABA determination is at 90 min after test begin.